
79

NATURA RERUM - 4 (2015-2016): 79-84

INTRODUCTION
	 Family Silvanidae (Coleoptera Cucujoidea s. str.) have a cosmopolitan distribution and 
have around the world at least fifty genera and close to 500 species (Thomas, 2005). Most of 
the taxa have under bark, phytophilous or detritus habitats, with few infesting foodstuff (Ratti 
& Nardi, 2011). 
	 Silvanidae were considered for long time as part of Cucujidae family sensu latu (cfr. Law-
rence & Newton, 1995) so is still under discussion the taxonomy over the genus level with 
different interpretation according to the different authors. Sen Gupta & Pal (1996) identify 
4 different subfamily (Cryptamorphinae, Psammoecinae, Silvaninae e Uleiotinae) meanwhile 
others (Thomas, 1993; Lawrence & Newton, 1995; Lawrence et al., 1999) comply in distin-
guish only the 2 subfamilies (or tribes): Brontinae (= Uleiotinae) and Silvaninae. The first was 
part of the Cucujidae family and only recently assigned to Silvanidae by Crowson (1973) and 
should be represented by 3 o 4 over genus taxa, not uniquely considered. Silvaninae still have 
no more subdivisions (cfr. Ratti, 2007).
	 Here we consider the genus Uleiota in the family Silvanidae, subfamily Brontinae (= Ul-
eiotinae). 
	 Genus Uleiota Latreille, 1796 (= Brontes Fabricius, 1801; = Hyliota Reitter, 1879; = Hyle-
ota Seidlitz, 1888) have a holarctic distribution and include actually 6 species (Thomas, 2003) 
of which U. planata is native in Europe and Uleiota dubia (Fabricius, 1801), only once find, 
have to be considered as an alien in the continent (O’Connor & Nash, 1981; cfr. Ratti, 2007).
Uleiota planata (Linnaeus, 1761) (Figure 1) is the only European species but with Palearctic 
chorotype (Horion, 1960), or as better specified by Ratti (1997), a probably W-Palearctic dis-
tributed as it is known surely just until Russia, Caucasus and Iran.

Abstract. The paper summarize localities and ecological note of Cucujoidea Silvanidae Uleiota 
planata (Linnaeus, 1761) in Sardinia. 10 localities belonging to 5 different provinces were de-
scribed as well as 7 trees species as habitats.
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	 In Italy is known for all the regions, Sicily and Sardinia included. But the data for Sar-
dinia, instead of what is verified for the rest of the country, were in the past just indicated with 
a very general “Sardinia” in the published papers (Bargagli, 1872; Luigioni, 1929; Slipinski, 
2005; Ratti, 2007). 
	 Aim of this contribution is to list locality were the species were collected and help in clar-
ify the distribution among the Cucujoidea Silvanidae beetles.

Materials and methods
	 Information about Uleiota planata distribution in Sardinia were collected by direct ob-
servation in the field and checking collections regarding beetle of the island. All the specimens 
were controlled and identified by the authors. 

Results
	 In Table 1 are summarized the data for 35 specimens of U. planata collected in 10 locali-
ties belonging to 5 different provinces, all around the island (Figure 2). The species was found 
all around the year with a prevalence of cases in April and July. The site of collection are be-
tween 127 and 989 m in elevation. The more common tree where U. planata was fond is the 
group of species in genus Salix, with 36% of the cases, followed by a 18% of Quercus gr. pube-

Fig. 1 – Uleiota planata (Linnaeus, 1761). Photo by 
E. Bazzato.

Fig. 2 – Map of Sardinia with the localities of U. 
planata.
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Fig. 3 – Is Cioffus gorge, Sarroch municipality. Photo by D. Cillo.

scens and in the same number of case by Populus nigra, Celtis australis, Quercus ilex, Castanea 
sativa and Taxus baccata.

DISCUSSION
	 Uleiota planata is a saproxylic beetle living mostly under bark and in Europe was col-
lected on a large number of broadleaves trees as Alnus sp., Betula sp., Castanea sp., Celtis sp., 
Cerasus sp., Fagus sp., Hippocastanus sp., Populus sp., Quercus sp., Robinia sp., Salix sp., Ulmus 
sp., but also on conifers as Abies sp., Cedrus sp., Pinus sp. (Wheeler, 1921; Allen, 1953; Ho-
rion, 1960; Verdo Court, 1994; Ratti, 2007). 
	 As quoted for Italy U. planata do not seems to have a predominant habitat and was 
found in hygrophilous and mesophilous woods as well as in xeric pinewood along coasts or in 
Apennine spruce formations (cfr. Ratti, 2007).
	 In Sardinia also was found on a variety of species, as quoted in the results, according to 
European literature (Wheeler, 1921; Allen, 1953; Horion, 1960; Verdo Court, 1994; Ratti, 
2007). All the localities here cited for Sardinia, with the exception of Is Cioffus in the munici-
pality of Sarroch (Figure 3) that is a xeric environment, are characterized by wet woods, reach 
in saproxilic community (Figure 4). Anyway this community, so reach of bioindicator and ra-
re species (cfr. Alexander, 2010; Lachata et al., 2012; Audisio et al., 2015) is still poorly know 
for Sardinia. Recently, thanks to a new research effort in the field, unexpectedly there were a 
series of new sighting or rediscovering of taxon after decades in the island of saproxylic enti-
ties from different taxonomic groups as Pyrrhidium sanguineum Linnaeus, 1758 (Bazzato & 
Cillo, 2011) and Xylotrechus (Xylotrechus) antilope antilope (Schönherr, 1817) (Bazzato & Cil-
lo, 2012) (Coleoptera, Cerambycidae); Accanthopus velikensis (Piller & Mitterpacher, 1783) 
(Bazzato et al., 2012) and Helops caeruleus (Linnaeus, 1758) (Molinu & Molinu, 1998) (Co-
leoptera, Tenebrionidae); Agrilus ater (Linnaeus, 1767) (Bazzato et al., 2015) and Phaenops 
cyanea (Fabricius, 1775) (Cillo & Bazzato, 2014) (Coleoptera, Buprestidae). 
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Fig. 4 – Addoli forest in Sadali gorge. Photo by E. Bazzato.

	 Also the large movement of timber for the market from abroad can provide a passive 
transportation of some of these taxa and a more detailed description of Sardinia beetle com-
munity have to be priority for a better knowledge and relative protection.

Riassunto
	 Nuovi dati geonemici per la Sardegna su Uleiota planata (Coleoptera, Cucujoidea, 
Silvanidae)
	 Vengono rese note le località di cattura per la Sardegna del Cucujoidea Silvanidae Uleiota 
planata (Linnaeus, 1761), specie citata genericamente di Sardegna senza mai precisarne le lo-
calità. Vengono descrittie 10 località in 5 province e 7 specie di alberi habitat.
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